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Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR 1.56, Applicant brings the art 
document(s) listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 to the attention of the Examiner for 
consideration in connection with the examination of the above-identified application. 

No representation is made that the art cited constitutes prior art or that the art cited is the 
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independent determination of materiality. 
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three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR 1.491 in an 
international application, or (3) to the undersigned's knowledge, before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits, whichever event occurs last. 

The cited art documents are in the English language, except for JP406346405 A and 
JP408 199072 A. An English-language abstract of the JP406346405A document is enclosed. An 
English-language abstract of the JP408 199072 A document is enclosed. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner confirm consideration of the cited 
documents by initialing the attached Form PTO-1449 and returning a copy of the initialed form 
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